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13 Building
Rings Said to
Fix Prices

Untermyer Galls Albert
A. Ainsworth a Super-
Hcttrick; Says Latter by
Contrast Was, "Piker"

Deals of Hundreds
Of Millions a Year

Ordered Off Stand on Re¬
fusal to Waive Imniu-
nitv in Loekwood Probe
Samuel Untermyer, chief counsel for

the Loekwood Committee on housing,
vesterday exposed a new group of thir¬
teen price-fixing combinations in the
building industry, which, he charged,
have been operating under cover of the
so-called "open-price system."
This group, it was shown at yester¬

day's hearing of the committee in the
City Hall, is conducted by Albert A.
Ain?worth, the secretary and guiding
mind of the thirteen combinations of
«manufacturers, in his Open Price Asso¬
ciation, with offices at 622 Fifth Ave¬
nue. Contrasted with Ainsworth, said
Mr. Untermyer, John T. Hettrick, of
code of practice fame, was a "piker,"
the volume of Ainsworth's business
running up into the hundreds-of mil¬
lions of dollars. Mr. Untermyer char¬
acterized Ainsworth and the directors
of hundreds of similar such organiza¬
tions scattered through the country as
"super-Hettricks."

Nine Concerned With Housing
Only nine of the organizations runby Ainsworth are concerned with bous-inj or housing materials, and theseslone were made the subject of inquiry.Mr. Untermyer said he would show thatabout sixty such combinations directlycontrolled the cost of housing con¬struction.
Before the detailed workings of thesebodies were taken up Willis 0. Robb,manager of the New York Fire Insur¬

ance Exchange, was given an opportu¬nity to defend the methods employedby this organization, which was shown"by his own admission to constitutepractically a monopoly of the businessin this city. Mr. Robb declared thatwhile it was true that its control hadattained a greater state of perfectionthan that of similar bodies in "Other
parts of the state, he pleaded that therate; of insurance were lowest where
this control of ratemàking was most
complete.
Against this Mr. Untermyer pointedout that no other city spent so much

money for fire prevention. When Mr.Robb tried to prove that the companieslost money last year by citine that 127
companies out of 213 took in premiumsapproximating $36,830,000 and that thelosses were §16,609,000 the chief coun¬sel became enraged, asserting, "This isthe most impudent p«ece of business I
ever heard of. He admits his ftgures
are not complete and are only based
cm opinion and knows nothing of the
companies' investments or returns."The figures we're ordered by ChairmanLoekwood stricken from the records.

Can Discipline Any Member
When Mr. Untermyer suggested, thatthe state should -step in and assume

tupervision over this rate fixin*z, Robbsaid that "would be burdensome and
unnecessary." Mr. Untermyer insistedthat so far as the law was concernedthe companies could get togetner anytime and double the rates without fearof penalty. In addition, he pointed outthat the monopoly was nation-wide andheld the power to put out of busines.at any moment any insurance firm thatoffended influential leaders of theseexchanges.
He further characterized the localexchance as a "vicious combinationwhich tilled the State House at Albanyvrith lobbyists and obtained the pas¬sage of laws seriously against the pub¬lic good." It is understood that thetestimony would be made the basis bythe committee for legislation providingfor the disruption and control of suchexcranjz« as have pernicious Maturo«.Th,e exchanges related to the hous¬ing industry conducted by Ainsworthare the American Brass and CopperStatistical Exchange, the Meter Manu¬facturers' Exchange, the Pipe Fittingsand Valve Manufacturers, the RangeBoiler Manufacturers, the AbrasivePaper and Cloth Manufacturers, theateel Sash Manufacturers, the SteelLocker and Shelving, the TuhularPlumbing Goods and Tank Fittings andthe National Gas Appliance Manufac¬turers' Exchange. The articles theytoake include sandpaper used in finish¬ing hardwood floors, doors and panel-'ng; water meters, brass and copper*'.tinSg. gas stoves, heaters, door andWindow sashes and bathroom appli¬ances.
Ainsworth refused to sign a waiver°* immunity from prosecution whichmight result from his testimony, andhe was ordered off the witness stand,'rederick II. Luhrs, his assistant, wasWiled, and, although he refused to signa waiver of immunity he was grilled andforced to give up most of the facts in

(Centinuod on page four)

$25,000 Left to Oyster's
Young Widow by Will

She Has Right to Renounce
. Legacy and Claim Dower

Rights in Estate
WASHINGTON, April 27..Undert!-e will of George M. Oyster jr.,seventy two-year-old millionaire dairy-*>at« oi this city, who died Sunday inAtlantic City, Mrs. Cécile ReadyOyster, his young bride, of three

»onths, is given $25,000 in lieu of all£j>* *a~a8t Ma estatt. The will wassled to-day in the District of ColumbiaSupreme Court.
Attorney Edwin C. Brandenburg,named as executor and trustee underthe will, said .to-day that the districtcode permitted Mrs. Oyster to renounce*«hin six months the legacy named in

y>* will and gave her the right ofdower, comprising one-half of the per¬sonal estate and one-third life interest
.i» the proceeds from the realty.The will was dated November 1, 1918,*nd was modified by codicils of June
«i 192Û, and April 20, 1921. The last

¡ codicil contained the provision for Mrs.Oyster.
".rviint problems frequently solved by.oiiBultin- Sliuat!-«n» W;intt»rt Female ails."at appear in Tin- Tribune «ïaily or l'y in-

s ¿SS8« a H«'P Wanted art. Vhone Beekmnn»W«, or ko to any Tribune Want Ad.
- .*. aeacy..Advt.

.-.-.

Gen. Bandholtz May
Get Big Transit Job

There is a .strong probability
that General H. H. Bandholtz,
former head of the constabulary
in the Philippines, and a briga¬
dier general in the World War,
will become prominently identi¬
fied with the Transit Commission.
It is understood that General
Bandholtz has the matter under
consideration, and that H his re¬
lease from the army can be
brought about without detriment
to the service he will become a
resident of New York and be as¬
sociated with General John F.
O'Ryan in the commission.
When one of the commissioners

was asked about the appointment
of General Bandholtz last night,
he said that the subject, had not
reached a stage where he was
warranted in discussing it.
i-,-1-_ .'

Dry Campaign
Is Launched to
Clean Up State

Troopers Lead Raids Which
Begin in All Sections
With Aid of the Federal
Agents and Local Police

White Plains Is Invaded

Li<juor Seized in Oneida;
Political Protection Is
Ignored by Mounted Men

From a Staff Correspondent
ALBANY, April 27..A state-wide

drive to make New York State dry was

begun to-day. State troopers, Federal
prohibition enforcement agents and
police officials in various localities
started to wipe out the last remnant of
the saloon, and its successor, the blind
tiger.
The drive is said to be the result of

a complete understanding of all the
forces of government charged with the
enforcement of the Volstead act and
its local auxiliary, the Mullan-Gage
State Enforcement act. The local of¬
ficials, such as municipal police depart¬
ments, town and village constatées, and
their immediate heads, acting on the
implied instructions given them by
Governor Miller in his various talks
here on dry enforcement have, in most
cases, started to clean up the more-
congested "portions of the common¬
wealth.
Where there is an unwillingness

shown on the part of the local officials
the state troopers or the Federal pro¬
hibition enforcement agents will make
raids over their heads and clean house
for them.
The first inkling that the drive was

under way came this afternoon, when
Major George F. Chandler, commander
of the state troopers, announced here
that his force had started work this
morning to make the rural communi¬
ties dry, and had made arrests of al¬
leged bootleggers and seized huge quan¬
tities of contraband liquors in two
widely separated portions of the state.

In White Plains, where reports had
been made to the state officials that
bootlegging was going on as openly
as in New York City, the state troop¬
ers arrested a saloonkeeper and seized
a large stock of whisky. Another pa¬
trol of troopers rrmde arrests and large
seizures in Oneida County. In both
counties upward of $50,000 worth of
contraband liquor was seized before 3
o'clock this afternoon.
The state troopers have a list of the

illicit sellers of booze throughout the
state. In many instances political pull
and graft have saved the bootleggers
from molestation by the local authori¬
ties.
"We are going to wipe out the illicit

dives which have been thriving in small
cities and towns and on the outskirts
thereof," said Major Chandler. "My
men are working under a systematic
and carefully worked out plan which
is certain to succeed. We are not only
going to get the contraband liquor, but
the men who are selling it, and also the
drinkers of it. Each county in the
state is constantly under surveillance.
And each week, or several times ¿ach
week or more, counties will be visited
by different groups of troopers."

Flying squadrons of Federal agents
will supplement the work of the state
troopers. One of these groups, under
command of "Honest Izzy" Einstein, is
now at work here.
When Governor Miller's attention

was called to the drive to-night and
he was asked to discuss it, he replied:

"I haven't any comment to make on
it."
"Was the drive started after con¬

sultation with you?"
"Major Chandler is charged with the

enforcing of all laws that come within
his jurisdiction," replied the Governor.
"1 haven't specifically talked with him
f»n this subject. You are the first to
inform me what his program is. 1
have entire confidence that he will ob-
serve the law. That is his job."

Delaney Asks |
Aid of Court, j
Holds Office I

Accuses McAnenyBody of
Usurping Power, but
the New Commission,
Unmoved, Begins Work

Decision Delayed
In Injunction Case

Judge Gives Both Sides
Five Days to File Briefs
After Hearing Defense
John H. Delaney yesterday refused to

surrender his position as Transit Con¬
struction Commissioner.
He filed an affidavit before Supreme

Court Justice John V. McAvoy calling
upon the court to.decide whether he or
Governor Miller's newly! appointed
Transit Commission should conduct the
city's traction business. Pending a de-
cisión, ho asserted, he would decline to
yield his authority,' in spite of the fact
that technically, under the traction
law, his office ¿was abolished on Tues¬
day, when George McAneny, Leroy T.
Harkncss and Major General John F.
O'Ryan, the members of the new com¬
mission, formally assumed control of
the offices at 49 Lafayette Street.
Notwithstanding Mr. Delaney's move,

Mr. McAneny and his associates yester-
clay were in full possession of the of-fices and records and were conductingroutine business. Mr. Delaney, who
was in the building, was regardedmerely as a visitor. Mr. McAneny saidhe understood that Mr. Delaney's ac¬tion was designed merely to establishhis status in view of the suit for aninjunction, brought by the city againstthe new commission.

Traction Argument Heard
Argument on the city's petition for

an injunction to restrain the commis-sioners from functioning, on the groundthat the Knight-Adler law, whichcreated them, was unconstitutional, washeard before Justice McAvoy, but. nodecision was rendered. The court gavecounsel for each side five days in whichto submit briefs.
Mr. Delaney's affidavit was presentedseveral hours after the argument end¬ed. When Mr. McAneny and his asso-dates called to" take possession of theTransit Construction Commissioner'soffice, Mr. Delaney said in his affidavit,he presented them with a letter, as-

serting he would refuse to give up of-fice, but wjuld resort to-no physicalforce to retain it. He went out toluncheon at 1 o'clock, leaving his officein charge of Daniel L. Ryan, hisdeputy, and Francis J. Sinnott, his sec¬
retary, and on returning found that the
new commissioners had taken posses¬sion, he declared.

"It is my intention, unless otherwise
advised or directed by this court," Mr.
Delaney's affidavit said, "to continue to
attend the office and to perform the
official duties of the said office of Trac¬
tion Construction Commissioner untilthis court has passed upon the applica-,tion of the Corporation Counsel for an
injunction restraining the defendants
from taking possession of the propertyand papers in question. Because there
appears to be a grave public emergencypresent, involving not only the custodyof evidence of city-owned property ag-gregating in value more than $400,000,-
«00, but also the lawful payment of
moneys due to employees of the Com-
missioner and contractors engaged in
constructing the extensive public works
now in progress by the Commissioner,deponent prays that the issues be im¬
mediately determined and that he be
instructed by the court respecting his
present official status and his duty in
the premises."

Delay Expected in Decision
It is expected that Mr. Delaney's affi¬

davit will be passed upon when the
city's injunction proceedings are dis¬
posed of, probably next week.
The question whether the city would

pay out any money in response to the
Transit Commission's orders was not
decided yesterday. Comptroller Craig
declined to discuss it. It was learned,
however, that the city officials will urge
the IV>ard of Estimate to refuse to
make appropriations, thus forcing the
new commission to resort 4.0 mandamus,
as provided for in the law.

Part of the commission's first full
day's business was devoted to the
preparation of briefs in defense of the
city's suit. Francis J. Sinnott, brother¡.of the son-in-law of Mayor Hylan,
added to the activity by serving Mr.
McAneny with a protest against being
ousted as secretary to Mr. Delaney. Mr.
Sinnott, who was captain in the 302d
Engineers of the American Expedition¬
ary Forces and was wounded, asserted
that as a veteran he cannot be removed
except for cause. The protest was re¬
ferred to Louis C. White, counsel for
the commission.
Frank Hedley, president of the Inter-

borough, was a caller on the commis¬
sioners. Mr. McAneny said that no
business was discussed, Mr. Hedley's
call being merely a social visit.

Francis M. Scott and Godfrey Gold-
mark appeared as counsel .or the newj (Continued on page four)

New York GirPs Fight to Save
Her Dog Prevents Ship Docking
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay, April 27..

Refusal of an American girl on board
the Shipping Board steamer Aeolus,
operated by the Munson Line, to aban-
don her dog to the unfriendly hands of
the Uruguayan health officials pre-
vented the liner tying up at its wharf

I on its arrival here yesterday and led
to the prospect of the steamer being

j forced to discharge its cargo in the
outer harbor.
When the sanitary officials boarded

the Aeolus and discovered the dog
they ordered the animal killed, in ac-

! cordance with the quarantine regula¬
tions now in force, due to the pr«¿sence
of the rinderpest in Brazil. It was

field that the dog must be considered
o have been in Brazil when the Aeolus
stopped at Rio Janeiro on her trip

1 down from New York, and therefore
must be sacrificed.
The officers, however, reckoned with¬

out the girl. She refused to allow her
.pet to be consigned to death, choosing
to remain on board tkfi vessel and re-

, turn with the dog to New York.
Thereupon the authorities refused to
allow the steamer to dock.
The owner of the dog is Mrss Muriel

Corneille, of New York, who is travel¬
ing with her sister, Mrs. Homer Sulli¬
van. She informed the authorities that
the dog belonged to their brother, whe,
was killed in France" during the
war. Comrades found the dog guard¬
ing his master's dead body, and one of
them brought the animal back to New
York and delivered it to her.

"I would rather you would kill me
than kill that dog," said Miss Corneille
to the inspectors.
The Munson Line's agents were told

by the authorities that if the dog was
not killed the vessel would have to
leave port within twenty-four hours,
but finally they agreed that the vessel
coulcL remain the usual time on condi¬
tion that the animal was confined» to a

room and kept under a sanitary guard.
Both Miss Corneille and her sister

say that unless the authorities relent
they will surely give up their plans for
a pleasure trip and return to New York
on the ship, which is due to sail May 4.

Ship Strike j
Conference i
Deadlocked

Union Head Blocks Openj
Break When Engineers]
Flatly Reject Benson's
15 P.C. Wage Cut Offer

Will Renew Peace
Efforts To-morrow

U. S. Board Firm Against
Closed Shop, Overtime
and Present Pay Scale
WASHINGTON, April 27..A final

break between the ship owners and
marine workers was narrowly averted
at the conference called here to-day
by Chairman Benson of the Ship¬
ping Board in an effort to prevent
a threatened strike on May 1, when
existing wage agreements expire. A
last moment appeal by Andrew Furu-
seth, president of the international
union, resulted in an agreement for
further conferences Friday.
The delay was sought in order that

proposals of Chairman Benson for a
15 per cent wage reduction and changes
in working conditions afloat might be
laid before the unions, but admittedly
the outlook for an agreement Friday
was not bright.
Admiral Benson told the conference

he would not recede from the outline
of reductions he had presented as nec¬

essary to the merchant marine.
Engineers Reject Offer

W. S. Brown, for the Marine En¬
gineers' Beneficial Association, flatly
rejected the proposed wage reduction.
W. A. Thompson, representing the

American Steamship Owners' Associa¬
tion, said that unless the unions were

prepared to negotiate a new wage scale
further conferences would be useless.
He added that his organization was
now prepared to act.
Apparently Mr. Furuseth's action in

urging another meeting, after the sub¬
mission of Chairman Benson's state¬
ment to union members, alone averted
an immediate breaking o(Y of the nego-'
tiations.
When Admiral Benson's declaration

that he would not trade on his wage
proposals had brought matters to a cli¬
max the president of the International
Seamen's Union made a plea for delay
and further consideration in behalf of
the American merchant marine and
won the consent of the conferees to
another session.

In his appeal Mr. Furuseth warned
shipowners that he had one more

proposition to offer, should a break
come, that he hoped he would not be
called upon to present. If that could
not be avoided, he added, without re¬

vealing what he had- in mind, "Let the
chips fall where they may."

Men to Stand Pat
Replying to Chairman Benson's pro¬

posal for a readjustment of wages and
working conditions, Mr. Brown read a

resolution, adopted by the engineers'
wage committee, which declared that
the proposed wage scale and reclassi¬
fication of ships were not acceptable, al¬
though changes in working conditions
were. Later he said the engineers
\v*ould not recede from the stand they
had taken and would not accept a wage
reduction.
Without specifically touching on the

wage qucstiorjy Mr. Furuseth, speaking
for the seamen, firemen, cooks and
stewards, declared that there had not
beeir time for the i3ien to consult. He
suggested, tentatively, that elimination
of overtime at sea, but not in port,
might be acceptable, together with as¬

surances that Asnerican citizens would
be given the preference in employment.
Chairman Benson agreed that there,

had been some overtime retained, but
asserted it should be most carefully
guarded to avoid abuse.

, The possibility of action by the
steamship owners, who had sought to
effect a 20 to 30 per cent wage cut,
was suggested by Mr. Thompson. The
owners, he said, were prepared to act
yesterday and were ready to act to¬
morrow in the event no agreement was
reached to-day. He s"8id, «however, that
he would report the result of the pro¬
ceedings to the association meetings in
New York to-morrow.
Announcing his call for the meeting

Friday, Chairman Benson said that
those who did not come in a fair spirit
must bear the responsibility for the
results/"but that the board's stand on
the proposed basis for a new agree¬
ment to replace the one expiring May
1 was unchanged.

Expects Engineers to Strike
After the meeting Mr. Brown de¬

clared that the situation was serious
and looked like a strike of the engineers,
although they probably would attend
the Friday coi3ference. In the event
that other unions reached an agreement
with the board and the owners, he
said, "they cannot operate the ships
without marjhe engineers."
Some board officials expressed the

belief that while the outlook for an
agreement with the engineers was bad
a satisfactory arrangement might be
worked out with the other marine
unions and a general shipping strike
averted.
Chairman Benson, however, said the

(Continued on pago four)

KaiserWrote That Wilson
'Should Be Kicked Out'

Comment on U. S. Note Reply¬
ing to Pope in 1917 Re-

vealed in Berlin
BERLIN, April 27.."Wilson should

be kicked out," was the former German
Emperor's comment on the note of the
then American Secretary of State,
Robert Lansing, in reply to Pope Bene¬
dict's attempted peace mediation in the
summer of 1917.

This revelation is contained in a
brochure issued by Philipp Scheide¬
mann, former Secretary for Foreign
Affairs, in which the Socialist leader
reviews the efforts of the Vatican to
halt the war. The former Emperor's
marginal comment on Mr. Lansing's
communication was:
"Wilson must give up the notion

that he can make of the German people
what he wants to make it. He must
take it as it is. Neither the nation,
the army nor the Kaiser will accept
the Wilson peace of understanding.
Wilson should be kicked out."
Scheidemann accuses the old Adminis¬

tration of dilatory treatment of the
Pope's note and with ambiguity and
equivocation in the conduct of the ne¬
gotiations on that occasion.

A*

France Rejects German Offer,
Completes Plans for Invasion;
. U. S. Is Not Likely to Intervene

Hughes, It Is Asserted,
Has Determined Not to
Submit Note of Berlin
to Allied Governments

j'Handtó Off' Policy
Expected in Capital
Washington Makes No
Comment; Believes Or¬
iginal Plan Is Followed

By Carter Field
WASHINGTON, April 27..Occupa¬

tion of the Ruhr coal fields of Ger¬
many by French troops seemed inevi¬
table here to-day. The French are set
upon making this move with a view to
forcing Germany to terms, and while
at the State Department emphatic de¬
nial is made that any official or un-
official word has come from the Al-
lied governments it is known that the
French and Belgians are utterly un-

willing to reopen negotiations with
Germany on the basis of the latest
German proposals.
The opposition of France and Bel-

gium, it is believed by observers here
to-night, may result in the United
States refusing to submit the German
proposals to the Allies. This also was

j implied from two important develop¬ments of the day in official circles. One
of these was the eagerness of th'J Ad-
ministration to have public denial
made that it ha-J taken up with Berlin
a suggestion that the German terms be
modified. The other was that the Aü-
ministration took pains to give to the
press another strong intimation that
nothing unsatisfactory to the Allies
would be done.

Washington Firm in Stand
Thit last hint was ¿iven by a highAdministration spokesman out of a

clear sky, before any questions had
been asked. He sp.id this government
was standing firmly by tha last sen-
tence of its memorandum, in which it
was said that this government mightbring new proposals bj* the German?
to the attention of the Allies "in a
manner acceptable to them." Emphasis
was placed by the speaker on the
quoted words from the sentence.

Official Washington is more and more
inclined to admire the very skillful

j maneuvering of the German Foreign
Office, rivaling the very best efforts of
Wilhelmstrasse during the long note
writing period preceding the entrance
of America into the war.
Extraordinary success has alreadyattached to the latest effort of th«.

Geftnan diplomats, it was pointed oui
to-day, in that their proposals as sen"

¡to this government for transmissior
j to the Allies have brought about ar
apparent difference of opinion on th«
question between the British and th«
French. This was disclosed in Berlir
cables saying that the British govern-
ment had addressed inquiries to th«
Germans as to a certain part of theii
proposals. This is the inquiry which
according to belief here, misled som«
of the foreign correspondents lasl
night, resulting' in a widely printet
statement that Secretary Hughes hac
inquired of the Germans as to th«
meaning of certain of the provision!
of their proposals. No such action hai
been taken by this government, it wa;
said on high authority, but cables thi:
afternoon indicated that the Britisl
government had done so.

British Nibble at Offer
The British, uparently, are at least

nibbling at the German offer, whicl
the French have spurned. The Britisl
want to know just how the oifer oí
money is going to work out. Opinioi
here is that the latest German offei

I is really intended as a bait for th»
United States, on the theory thai
while the amount of principal to b(
paid is smaller, the amount of in
terest to be paid during the fort?
years is «larger. Therefore the countrj
which gets the money immediatel;
from the sale of the bonds or fron
their acceptance will get less than was

proposed at London, but the countrj
which extends the credit.the Unite«
States, as every one anticipates if th«
plan should be adopted.would get i

larger amount of interest.
Tho French and Belgians, howevei

would get less under the new proposal
which may possibly explain the vigo
with which they spurn the offer.
The real underlying reason, howevei

for the French attitude is that th
French are tired of note writing, tire«
of ultimatums, tired of reports fron
inside of Germany of military prepara
tions, tired, in fact, of trusting ordeal
ing with the Germans in any way sav»
the only one which the French believ«
the Germans understand.by brut
force. Hence, the French are eager t.
move their troops further into Ger
many, seize the Ruhr coal fields an«
hold on to them until the German
make at least a substantial beginnin)
on reparation payments.

Importance of Ruhr Seizure
The importance of seizing the Ruh

coal fields, as explained by student
of the situation here, is not generall
understood in this country. It is no
so much that the French want thi
additional amount of coal. Under th
reparations terms, could they be en
forced, France would be getting fror
Germany enough coal, together wit
her own coal production, to suppl
her needs. With the Ruhr fields i
her possession, she will have to se!
coal abroad, probably to Italy whic
needs it badly.

But with the Ruhr coal fields i
French hands Germany is helpless. Sh
will have to come to French authoritie
to petition for >*oal, or else close dow
manv of her important factories. It i

¡not believed here that Germany coul
continue to support her present popí
lation within her boundaries if sh
were prevented from getting coal froi
the Ruhr fields and from importin
coal. T
The seizing of the Ruhr fields by th

French, therefore, is not a military gei
ture, in the sense of an ordinary invi
sion. It is placing a knife against Ge:
many's industrial jugular vein, and th

i French believe implicitly that thi
move will soon be followed by capituh
tion on the part of the Germans.

How Germany's Reparations Offer
Is Viewed by the Nations Involved

rjPHE reaction of the nations interested in the German reparations
.*. proposals is indicated to be as follows:

Paris
The proposals are absolutely

unacceptable, according to an

offiical statement of the French
Foreign Office. Instructions have
been sent to the French Ambas¬
sador at Washington to deliver
this message tt> Secretary
Hughes.

London
The British have asked Ber¬

lin for further detail on some
of the proposals. In some cir¬
cles this is taken to indicate the
possibility of divergent views be¬
tween Britain and France.

Washington
While Secretary Hughes is

giving no indication of his fu¬
ture plans, pending receipt of
the views of Allied governments,
there is a growing belief that the
opposition of France and Bel¬
gium may result in failure of
American mediation.

Berlin
Cabinet circles are optimistic

that the German offer will prove
acceptable, but financial experts
say they do not think Germany
can carry out the terms offered.

England Asks
Berlin Explain
New Proposal

British Reaction to Note Is
Construed as Presaging
DisagreenientWith France
Over Plans in Ruhr!

Press Sharply Divided
Offer Is Termed Advance by

Pro-Governnient Papers ;
Denounced by Northcliffe
From The Tribune'« European Bureau
CopyriKht. 1021, New York Tribune Inc.
LONDON, April 27..Great Britain

has communicated with the German
government asking a more detailed ex¬

planation of Germany's new repara¬
tions offer, it became known here to¬
night. This action was taken notwith¬
standing the fact that France has sum¬

marily rejected the German proposal
and is preparing to move her troops
further into the Ruhr district May 1.
The comments of both officials and

the press, while the govermnent awaits
Berlin's reply, are reserved, but there
is a feeling in some quarters that the
almost diametrically opposite reactions
of London and Paris to the Berlin com¬
munication may presag-s a split be¬
tween the two principal Allies.
The only summary of the terms Lon¬

don has received so far has cosne from
Berlin, and there is considerable doubt
as to the interpretation of the clause
in which, as published here, Germany
agrees to recognize a total obligation
of 50,000,000,000 gold marks, but is
ready to pay the value of this sum in
annuities adapted to her ability to
produce, up to 200,000,000,000.

At Variance With French View
In spite of the fact that France re¬

gards the offer as quite unacceptable,
The Evening Standard.a conservative
and pro-government journal.says:

"It is possible to indicate that the
new German proposals will by no means
be regarded in a derisory manner, what¬
ever their interpretation. Everything
now depends on the nature of the Ger¬
man explanation, now awaited. There
is ground for saying that this may4 be
of such a nature as to be regarded in
official circles as a distinct advance over
Germany's previous offer."
The Northclifte press summarily re¬

jects the offer as unworthy of con-
sideration and merely a German at¬
tempt to gain time. The Westminster
Gazette, Liberal, thinks further nego¬
tiations should be taken up along the
lines suggested by Berlin.
The British Cabinet this morning

considered the text of the German offer
as sent from Berlin, but give no indi¬
cation of its attitude.

Belgium Want» Clarification
LONDON, April 27 (B. The Asso¬

ciated Press).M. Jasnar, the Belgian
Foreign Minister, to-«3ay had a con¬
ference with Premier Lloyd .George
concerning the German proposal pre-
liminary to the Allied conference to

| be held Saturday. Afterward, he said
that Belgium would demand that any
German proposal must be based on the

(Continued on next page)

Germans Claim
Understanding j
With Harding!

Simons's Speech Regarded jin Berlin as Proof U. S.
Will Bring Solution, Nec-j
essary to Guard Loans!

Cite New Exchange Drop
Address Praised and Ap¬

proval of Cabinet's Pol¬
icy by Reichstag Forecast

_,_/
Bu WireUtvi to The Tribune
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BERLIN, April 2P.~The admission

made in the Reichstag by Dr. Walter
Simons, German Foreign Minister, that-
he had conferred with a spokesman for
American business men close to Sec¬
retary of State Hughes regarding a
solution of the reparations question, is
considered by some in official diplo¬
matic, press and business circles here
as confirmation of the theory that
there is actually an understanding be¬
tween Germany and the United States
regarding an ultimate agreement of t

the Allies.
The fact that the German offer is

considered favorably in some Entente jcircles in Berlin is taken as an indi¬
cation that the international situation
is entering a new and most important]phase which may lead to the adjust-
ment of the world's industrial and
financial equilibrium. The very fact
that Germany undertook to reach a
settlement by way of Washington, in
spite of the shortness of the time be¬
fore May 1, is believed to be indicative
of some understanding between Wash¬
ington and Berlin. Moreover, relations
between Germany and France are re¬
garded as virtually such as to exclude
the possibility of agreement there
without the powerful aid of the United
States.

Hope Centers Upon America
The lack of definitenes3 of the Ver¬

sailles Treaty regarding the payments
due from Germany, and the wide differ¬
ences of opinion as to Germany's abil¬
ity to pay, coupled with the hopeless¬
ness of Paris and Berlin reaching an
agreement, lead Germany's financiers-
among them, it is believed, Hugo
Stinnes.to hope for a solution only
through action on the part of America
as a direct participator, and not as a
mere medium of correspondence. Lead¬
ers in financial circles in Berlin de¬
clare that while America does not de¬
sire to hurt France in any way she
must take her financial and economic
interests into consideration to bring
about a settlement if she is ever to
obtain her own money loaned to the Al¬
lies.
An important fact pointed out by

financiers is that the recent fall of the
mark is due to aggravation over the
reparations problem, accompanied by a
similar fall in pounds and francs.
Financiers believe America can no long¬
er remain a passive observer of this
continuing deterioration of the world's
economics.
In Entente circles close to the

British Embassy the German offer is
(Continuad on next pao«)

Allies Fix German Damages
At 132 Billion Gold Marks

PARIS, April 27..The Reparations
Commission has fixed 132,000,000,000
gold marks as the total damages for
which reparation is due by Germany
under Article 233, second paragraph,

' and Annex 1, Part 8, of the Treaty of
Versailles.
The commission's decision was offi¬

cially communicated to Dr. von Oert-
zen, of the German War Burdens Com¬
mission, to-night.

In fixing the total, the Reparations
Commission made necessary deductions
from the amount of the damages in
order to allow for restitutions effected
or to be effected in the execution of
Article 238, and consequently no credit
will be allowed Germany with respect
to such restitutions. The commission
did not include in the above amount
the further obligations incumbent upon
Germany by virtue of Article 232, "to

j make reimbursement of ail sums Bel-
gium borrowed from the Allied and
Associated governments up to Novem-
ber 11, 1918, together with interest at
th« rate of 5 per cent."

I xhe verbal communication will be

confirmed in writing to the German
War Burdens Commission.

The action of the Reparations Com¬
mission is in accordance with the pro¬vision of the treaty that the findingsof the commission as to the amount of
damage done to the civilian populations
of the Allied and Associated powers and
to their property during the periodof the belligerency of each must be
notified to the German government on
or before May 1, 1921.
According to the treaty, Germanyundertakes to meet this obligation. In¬

cluded in the various categories for
which compensation ia demanded are
damages suffered from bombardments,
cruelty, violence or maltreatment, all
pensions to naval and military victims,the-cost of assistance by the Allied
powers to prisoners of war and their
families and dependents, allowances for
similar purposes, and all levies, fines
and other exactions imposed bx* Ger¬
many and her allies upon civilian pop¬ulations.

Tlie best vrritine- paper» are WHUTriXGPAPKK8..AdvtTfl

Paris, in Note to U. S.
Government, Contends
New Proposals Are
Entirely Unacceptable

Drive Into Ruhr
Is Ail Mapped Out

France Hopes the British
Will Take Lead in Na-
val Maneuvers at Ports

By Ralph Courtney
Sv«cial Cable to The Tribune
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PARIS, April 27..France offi¬

cially notified the United States to¬

day that the latest German proposals
are entirely unacceptable. The
French reply is expected to reach
Washington to-morrow. It will be
transmitted to Ambassador Jusse-
rand, who, in turn, will lay it before
Secretary of State Hughes.

It is considered doubtful here
whether the note will be in Secre¬
tary Hughes's hands before Friday,
on the eve of the London conference.
Even should the United States de¬
sire to ''intervene, or take a new at¬
titude, it is doubtful whether the
United States would have time, for
the Allied military machine already
is on the move, and the Supreme
Council of the Allies is likely to
reach a decision before America
could communicate with it.

In well informed French quarters,
however, it is understood America
has no desire whatever to interfere
wñth the plans of the Allies.

U. S. Keeps Hands Off
When Secretary Hughes recently re¬

ceived the Allied ambassadors and
spoke to them about the forthcoming
German proposals, he is understood
to have disarmed himself at the be¬
ginning by declaring he would do
nothing whatever without the agree¬
ment of the Allies, and not even trans¬
mit the German proposals if these wer«
such as to be unacceptable in their
eyes. When the German text was re¬

ceived. Secretary Hughes handed ik
to the Allied ambassadors without com¬
ment and unofficially asked the opinion
of their governments on it.
France now has completed all mili¬

tary arrangements for commencing
operations against Germany forty-
eight hours after the order is dis¬
patched by the Council at London.
Whatever additional mobilization
France has to perform to get together
the forces to be used in the occupa¬
tion of Germany can be done within
two days.

Look for British Support
Within this time the French fleat

also can get under way for naval ac¬
tion against the German ports of Ham¬
burg, Bremen and Lübeck. It is hoped
that England will take the lead in 7 aval
action.
England is expected to answer in

much the same terms as France, thoughshe is likely to be less categoric in re¬
jecting Germany's offer.
France enumerates the followingpoints where it declares Germany'sproposal falls 3hort:
1. The German offer represent»

only a quarter of the total fixed bythe Reparations Commission.
2. It provides no sanctions (pen¬alties.)
3. It does away with the Repara¬

tions Commission and generallyabolishes the Versailles treaty.
It is therefore considered certain i a

well informed quarters here that Ö«j
United States will not even transmit
the German offer. America is expected
to reply to the German government
that she refuses to execute its com¬
mission.

U. S. Policy Please» France
The French are very much pleased

at the turn the situation has taken
and America is entirely reestablished
in the affection of France.
Marshal Foch was reported to-dayto have said:
"I began to be afraid that there was

still a little W'üsonism in America, but
1 see that the Americans are a verysensible people. I am glad they do
not ask us for a reply, which we could
easily make."
"Once before," continued the Mar¬

shal, "we followed the advice of an
American President. America was at
that time sending us 300,000 men *
month and millions in money."In lieu of further comment, MarshalFoch put on his humorous smile aa
much as to say: "What are they send¬
ing us now?"
Believe Germans Misjudged Harding
Some Frenchmen believe the Ger¬

mans speculated on finding in Presi¬dent Harding some one of a psychologysimilar to that which Woodrow Wilsonis credited here with possessing andthat Berlin expected he would be un¬able to resist an appeal to become soli»arbiter in the issue between the Alliesand Germany.
On his arrival in Paris to-nightRené Viviani, former Premier, who ha«i

returned from a diplomatic mission tothe United States, went straight to seaPremier Briand. M. Viviani is under¬
stood to feel regret that he was unablo
to stay in America at a time when such
important considerations were beforethe two nations, but, as his official mis¬sion had terminated, he had no alterna¬tive but to return to France. He haskept in touch with European affairs bywireless and was able immediately todiscuss the situation with the Presi¬dent of the French Council.
M. Viviani was able to tell Premie»Briand that he considered his visit teAmerica had been of some stilly, and

I


